
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – April 8, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meetings of April 12, 2016.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded he 

motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

After the Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 2016-04-12-064 authorizing the 

appointment of a new Police Officer, as well as the promotion of another to an Acting 

Corporal position, the Police Chief introduced the new Officer, Kevin Grygon, to the 

Commissioners.  The Police Chief also provided a brief background on the Officer.  

Commissioner Rochford then swore in Officer Grygon to the Haddonfield Police 

Department.  The Commissioner then swore in Mike Caruso in the position of Acting 

Corporal. 

 

Mayor Kasko presented the proclamation naming April 2016 as Lion’s Sight Awareness 

Month to members of the Haddonfield Lions Club.  Those in attendance were Tom Baird, 

Bob Turner, Ken Landgraf and Phil Hanson. 

 

Resolution 2016-04-26-065 was then introduced, which authorized the reading of the 2016 

Borough Budget by title only.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the resolution.  

Mayor Kasko then opened the Public Hearing on the budget.  He provided a brief 

explanation by stating the budget was reduced by nearly $100,000 in spending, which is 

resulting in a tax rate increase of $0.0073 cents over last year, which equates to a $36 

increase for the average assessed home.  He also noted that the annual road program 

has been increased by $300,000, the Shade Tree Commission’s tree planting budget has 

been increased and due to the way the calendar falls this year we will be experiencing 53 

weeks of payroll, rather than the normal 52 weeks.  Commissioner Rochford pointed out 

that there has been a zero increase budget from the Borough for the last two (2) years.  

This year’s increase is only 1.49% over last year’s budget.  He feels that this is a responsible 

budget.  Commissioner Moscatelli commented that the Commissioners have done 

everything they can to keep the costs down.  Mayor Kasko thanked the Administrator, 

CFO and the department heads for all their hard work in putting this budget together.  As 

no questions were asked Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  

Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously.  

The Mayor then made a motion to adopt the Borough’s 2016 Budget.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was also approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2016-05 was then introduced for second reading, which provides for the 

salaries of the non-union employees of the Borough.  Mayor Kasko opened the Public 

Hearing and provided a brief explanation of the ordinance.  As there were no questions 

asked the Mayor made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on 

second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion.  The Commissioners 

voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

After Ordinance 2016-06 was introduced, which authorized a repurposing ordinance in the 

amount of $625,000, Mayor Kasko opened the Public Hearing a provided a brief 

explanation.  Commissioner Rochford further explained that the Fire Department will be 

retiring two (2) of their current trucks and the $625,000 will be used to purchase a new 

truck.  As there were no questions asked the Mayor made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2016-07 was introduced for second reading, which authorized the 

Borough to go out for a $230,000 multipurpose bond.  Mayor Kasko provided a brief 

explanation of the bond and opened the Public Hearing.  As there were no questions 

asked the Mayor made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on 

second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion.  The Commissioners 

voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

The last ordinance, number 2016-08, which authorizes $13,575,000 in bonds for the 

purchase of the Bancroft site, was then introduced for first reading.  Mayor Kasko stated 

that this purchase has been a long time in coming.  He further announced that the Public 

Hearing would be held in two (2) weeks at the regularly scheduled meeting of May 10, 

2016.  Commissioner Rochford noted that the purchase and maintenance of this property 

is expected to be tax neutral to the residents.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that this 



amount covers the entire purchase price for the property, but the Borough will be 

receiving a portion back when the developer buys the land for the development to be 

done there.  That will then make that portion of the land subject to taxation, which should 

cover the cost of the debt service.  As there were no questions asked the Commissioners 

voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2016-04-26-066 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2016-04-26-067 Authorization to Issue Check(s) – Overpayment of Taxes 

2016-04-26-068 Authorization to Approve Partnership for Haddonfield Event – Bounce into 

Spring 

2016-04-26-069 Authorization to Award Bid – Lights for Stadium Field 

2016-04-26-070 Authorization to Amend the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Adalyne Arndt, 

Haddon Avenue; Erin Brandenberg, Hopkins Lane; Emily Turnage, Elm Avenue; Mitchell 

Gingwall, West End Avenue; Mikey Feinstein, Avondale Avenue; Alec Conover, 

Washington Avenue; and Aliyan Bass, Redman Avenue, who asked what the status of the 

beekeeping ordinance was.  Mayor Kasko replied that the Commissioners have discussed 

the ordinance, but additional input has been requested.  Commissiner Moscatelli noted 

that there was a complaint by a neighbor to someone who is keeping bees because the 

bees were going onto her yard to get water and the neighbor is very allergic to bees.  The 

Mayor Kasko pointed out that the State has a best practices for beekeeping, which are a 

part of our ordinance.  The Borough is not banning the keeping of bees, but what it done 

properly.  Miss Bass asked what the timetable would be for the adoption of the ordinance.  

The Borough Administrator replied that she expected it to be adopted over the summer. 

 

Mayor Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Patty Feinstein, Avondale Avenue, asked what happens to the two (2) retired fire trucks.  

Commissioner Rochford explained that they would be auctioned off to the highest bidder. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 


